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of letters, so as to be able to spell correctly all the words
of the language. Owing to the lack of order and method
on the part of the teachers, boys suend a long time, some-
times one or two years, in mastering those difficulties,
which, if properly explained, would much shorten the time
usually devoted to such a study.

The Burmese alphabet, with the various combinations
of letters and symbols for making words, is based on a
most perfect and scientific methodical and simple process,
borrowed from the Sanscrit. The method is plain and
easy, as soon as it is understood. Any person that has
received some education, and whose mind is somewhat
developed, will be able, with the occasional assistance of
an intelligent master, to go all over the various combina-
tions in less than two months. The results derived from
the method adopted by the Burmans are so great and com-
plete that, after having gone over the general alphabet with
attention, the beginner is able to read all the Burmese
words he may meet with. We do not mean, of course, to
say that he will be able to pronounce every word correctly.
This is another thing altogether. But it is no less evident
that the system used by Burmese in the combinations of
letters leads to results infinitely more satisfactory than
those obtained through the system of elementary reading
and spelling used in Europe.

Unacquainted with the rules of grammar, the teachers
are incapable of imparting any sound knowledge of the
vernacular language to their numerous pupils. Hence
writing, as far as orthography goes, is extremely imperfect;
the spelling of words, having no fixed standard, varies to
an indefinite extent. As soon as the scholars have mas-
tered the difficulties of the long and complicated alphabet,
some portions of the sacred writings are put into their
hands for reading. The result is that the Burmese in
general acquire some knowledge, more or less extensive,
of their religious creed. Though none among them can be
found who understands comprehensively the Buddhistic